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Holmesdale Infant School: History Curriculum Overview and Knowledge and Skills Progression Map
	History
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	EYFS

History
	All about us 
Seasons - Autumn

Chronological Understanding

	  Bonfire night/Diwali

      Christmas

    Nativity story

Knowledge and understanding Historical Enquiry
	Winter

Chinese New Year 
Chronological Understanding
Knowledge and understanding
Historical Enquiry
	Space
Spring, Easter

Chronological Understanding
Knowledge and understanding
Historical Enquiry
	Dinosaurs
Chronological Understanding
Knowledge and understanding

	Summer 
Seaside

Grace Darling

Chronological Understanding


	YEAR 1
History
	Toys
Teddy Roosevelt
Historical Enquiry
Knowledge and understanding
	The Gunpowder Plot 
Guy Fawkes

Senses – Louis Braille (lives of significant individuals)
Knowledge and understanding Historical Enquiry
	Buildings and Structures
Isambard Kingdom Brunel
Knowledge and understanding Historical Enquiry
Chronological Understanding
	Castles
Knowledge and understanding
Historical Enquiry
Chronological Understanding
	St George’s Day
Greta Thunberg (Greta and the Giants)

Knowledge and understanding
Historical interpretation


	David Attenborough 
Historical Enquiry


	National Curriculum reference
	Sort artefacts by ‘then’ and ‘now’ (old and new toys and old home artefacts)
- Observe and handle evidence (use artefacts, pictures, online sources)

- To ask questions (What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago?) 

- To answer questions about the past


	Guy Fawkes and King James I 
Significant lives from the past.
- To investigate and interpret the past
-Sources of information

-Simple questions

-Ask and answer questions

-Find out about the past
- Sequence events

	Changes over time –

- How has Reigate Priory developed and why?

Homes over time
- Observe and handle evidence (use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources)

- To ask questions (What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago?)
- To answer questions about the past

- Place events and artefacts one a timeline
	Changes beyond living memory.
Reigate Keep and Leeds Castle Trip
-The use of motte and bailey castles to win the battle

- Comparing castles over time

-Actions/ consequences

- To ask questions (What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago?)
- To answer questions about the past


	
	

	YEAR 2
History
	Transport
Chronological
understanding/

Knowledge and

understanding
	The Wright Brothers 
Chronological

understanding


	Archaeological Dig

The Great Fire of London
Historical Enquiry
Chronological

understanding
	
	Florence Nightingale/ Mary Seacole 
Historical interpretation
Knowledge and understanding
	Edward Jenner
Alexander Fleming

Louis Pasteur 

Historical interpretation

Knowledge and understanding

	National Curriculum reference
	Identifying similarities

and differences between ways of life indifferent periods
- How transport has changed over time

-Different modes of transport

	Significant lives from the past.
-Timeline

- Fact files


	Significant lives from the past.
- Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented (timelines, pictures, diary entries, paintings 

- Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past.
- Observe and handle evidence (use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources)

- To ask questions (What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago? 

- To answer questions about the past

- Sequence events 
	
	Significant lives from the past.
-Find out about the past and how things were represented.

Changes over time
Retell stories from the past

Similarities and

differences of ways of life

-Events beyond living memory (within our

locality).

-Changes beyond living memory.
Identifying similarities

and differences between ways of life indifferent periods
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	Holmesdale Infant School Knowledge and Skills Progression Map: 
Subject area: History
Key Skills:

1. Chronological understanding- Comprehension and language of time, recognising how the past can be divided up into different times, understanding that there are similarities, differences and connections between eras, and, perceiving that trends may be identifiable over time.

2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past- Growing breadth and depth of historical knowledge and understanding of the past, including, how and why some things change and others remain the same (change and continuity), why events take place (causation), the outcomes that follow (consequences) and making judgements about the historical significance of people and events.

3. Historical interpretation- Awareness that the past can be seen in a variety of ways because people make inferences or deductions from sources as we cannot be certain of much that actually happened.

4. Historical enquiry- The process of asking questions about the past, and, answering those questions by using and evaluating historical sources.

5. Organisation and communication- The ability to show what has been found out in a variety of different

ways, including using historical vocabulary.

	History Skill
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Chronological understanding
	To remember and talk about

significant events in their own experiences. 

Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: yesterday, last week, at the weekend, this morning, last night?


	Recognise and use everyday terms about the passing of time e.g. old, new, a long time ago, before, after, first, next.

Sequence the school day (SSM).
Show awareness that some things are old and some things are new.

Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: yesterday, last week, at the weekend, this morning, last night?


	Recognise and use everyday terms about the passing of time, e.g. today, yesterday, days of the week, months and years. (Y1 Maths)

Sequence a few events, pictures or objects in chronological order (Gunpowder Plot). 
Show awareness that things may be different today compared to earlier times (homes over time).

Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: in order, a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers, grandparents were children, in the …. times?


	Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time including use of numbers, e.g. one year ago, 10 years after, 5 months before.

Arrange events or objects in chronological order on a simple timeline (Great Fire of London)

Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods (Florence Nightingale and Transport over time)

Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: in order, a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers, grandparents were children, years, decades, centuries, in my lifetime, modern, old fashioned, long term, short term, timeline, time scale,in the …. times, in the…. period?



	History Skill
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past
	Show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.
Remember and talk about 
significant events in their
own experiences. 

	Begin to identify similarities and differences between now and then.

Show knowledge of changes in their own lives- now, nursery, baby.
	Show some knowledge and understanding of stories about the past e.g. by retelling in own words (The Gunpowder Plot).
Recognise that their own lives are different from the lives of people in the past (e.g. medieval knights) 
Recognise differences and similarities between ways of life in the past (Old and New Homes: old artefacts).

	Choose and use parts of stories and other sources, e.g. pictures, to show knowledge and understanding of key features of events in the past.
Show awareness that actions have consequences (Great Fire of London).
Talk about who was important, e.g. in a simple historical account.

	Historical interpretation
	 Talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: I can see, I saw, same, different, change, what happened?, why, because?
	Read different versions of the same story.

Look different illustrations of the same person.

Discuss different versions of an event at school.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: I can see, I saw, same, similar, different, change, what happened?, because, explain?

	Begin to understand that the past can be seen in different ways.

Compare 2 versions of a past event (Great Fire of London).
Compare pictures/ photographs of people or events in the past.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: find out, explain, facts, reasons, events, actions?
	Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.

Discuss reliability of photos/ accounts/ stories.

Use stories to encourage children to distinguish between

fact and fiction.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: find out, explain, reasons, events, causes, consequences, impact, affected, actions, time periods?

	History Skill
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Historical enquiry
	Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as the place where they live or the natural world.

Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: how, why, because?


	Using a source – handle, question, observe, sketch.

Distinguish between old and new.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: how, why, because, find out, I wonder what/if/when/why?


	Find answers to some simple questions about the past from sources of information (the Gunpowder Plot)

Ask questions about the past (Castles topic)

Sort artefacts by ‘then’ and ‘now’ (old and new toys and old home artefacts)
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: questions, find out, evidence, collect, history, information, research, sources, artefacts, objects, historians, investigate?
	Use sources such as artefacts, pictures and stories to help answer historical questions- why, what, who, how, where.

Sequence collections/artefacts from different periods – identifying similarities and differences.
Can I understand and use vocabulary such as: questions, wonder, find out, evidence, points of view, opinion, collect, historical, information, research, sources of information, resources, artefacts, objects, historians, investigate?

	Organisation and communication
	Communicate their knowledge through: 

Discussions of what has happened, children’s drawings, drama/ role-play.
	Communicate their knowledge through: 

Discussions of what has happened, children’s drawings, drama/ role-play, making models. 
	Increasing detail from Reception.

Talk about stories about the past.

Simple use of time lines (old and new homes), annotated photographs. 
	Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms to write simple sentences about selected appropriate knowledge and understanding of History (Y2 English). Use of time lines.
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