
Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?





Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



How we make learning stick

 

 

 

 



Phase 2 phonemes - Reception



Phase 3 phonemes - Reception



• During Phase 3, we start teaching 
children how to read longer 
words.

• We do this using a method 
called chunking.

• The children still need practise 
using this method throughout 
Year 2.

Reading longer words



Reading tricky words



Throughout Reception/ Year 1 



QR code to access parents’ information



Year 2 Little Wandle Phonics and Spelling



• In September: we assessed all children on 
their ‘Phase 5 graphemes’ that they learnt 
in Year 1

• Spent last half term reviewing all these 
graphemes and then reassessed children.

• All children have begun ‘a bridge to 
spelling’ unit this half term.

• Any children with gaps in Phase 5 are also 
in ‘keep up’ phonics groups.

Year 2
This term we have been securing phase 5 and 
have moved onto spelling



Reading and spelling 

In Phase 5 children learn:
new graphemes for the sounds they 
already know
that the same grapheme can have 
alternative pronunciations.



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Last half term we revised the 
phase 5 tricky words (taught in 
Year 1):

Tricky words



‘Keep up groups’
Once the children have completed the 
end of phase 5 review (Autumn 1), they 
will be reassessed.  If they are below 80% 
secure with their phonics they will have 
daily 'keep up' groups to support them 
achieving an 80% + score.



Our school is using Little Wandle Rapid Catch-up 
Programme to support pupils not currently reading 
at age-related expectations in Year 2 and above. The 
programme has a fast pace, so the children can 
access the curriculum and enjoy reading as soon as 
possible.

Rapid Catch up:
- For children who have not secured up to Phase 
5 by the end of the Autumn Term
- This begins in January



• You still have an important role to play in 
supporting your child to become a lifelong 
reader.

• Continue to listen to your child read (reading 
with your child).

• It will support them to develop their reading 
fluency, their prosody, and their confidence.

Your role at home



Teaching spelling



Little Wandle Spelling Units



Little Wandle Spelling Units



Little Wandle Spelling Units



Little Wandle Spelling Units



Little Wandle Spelling Units



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

All the different ways to write 
the phoneme /sh/:

caption
mansion
passion



Spelling 

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple and longer words, using the 
graphemes they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons 3 times a week.

• In phonics sessions they have practised writing dictated sentences.

   



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Teaching Reading



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching 
assistant

• taught in small groups

• children read the same book 3 times – 
each time with a different focus:

 1. decoding the words; 2. prosody; 3. 
comprehension

• Four weeks of Little Wandle Reading 
groups, then 1 or 2 weeks of individual 
reading

How do we practise reading in class?



Little Wandle Fluency reading

 

 

 

 

Children who have completed Little Wandle and 
who are secure at reading final level of decodable 
books:

- Wide range of vibrant, diverse and engaging chapter books

- Year 2: Fluency levels 1 – 5

- Children who read 60-90 words/ minute with 90% accuracy

- Books are fully decodable once they have learnt a few extra 
graphemes on the ‘complete the code’ chart

- Children read a chapter in each session

- Book comes home after 6 sessions (every fortnight)



How do we find the right book for your child?
- We regularly assess your child using the Little 
Wandle assessments to ensure they are on the 
right phase or fluency level



This means that your child should:

• know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to …

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The number of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you 
can do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J

Little Wandle – Everybody read!

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/


Books going home

• Decodable book

• Non decodable book

• Library book

Please read with your child and write a short comment in the reading diary.



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



• Read aloud to your child

• Ways to improve prosody: Make the story sound 
as exciting as you can by changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o  Introduce new and exciting language.

o  Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

o  Make up sentences together.

o  Find different words to use.

o  Describe things you see.

Read to your child



Does it matter how we read with our children?



What if they always want to read the same book?



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan
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