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Dear Families, . =

8 VO~
As we reach the end of a busy and exciting term, | i3 @0'*
want to take a moment to celebrate the wonderful [EF
efforts of our children. They have embraced their &
learning with enthusiasm, curiosity, and a sense of fun,
making great progress and developing lmportant new skills.
L would also Like to take this opportunity to thank our incredible
staff team. Thelr dedication, care, and creativity have been
bnstrumental in creating a nurturing and tnspiring
environment for the chiloren to thrive. We are so fortunate to have

such a passionate and hardworking team.

we are grateful for the festive cheer the children have brought to
our school and local community this season. A heartfelt thank
You to everyone who contributed to the success of our Christimas
activities—it has beew a lovely way to come together and celebrate
this special time of year,

Ow behalf of the staff team and governors, | wish you a very
happy Christimas and Look, forward to welcoming you back on the
eth of January 2025,

MERRY CHRISTMAS BVERYONE!

with warme wishes,
S, MuLLarl@eg
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
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Thank you to all the children and their parents for a
fabulous Autumn term full of singing. We have loved
watching their confidence grow and can't wait to see
their talents shine again next term.
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INTERNET SAFETY

Here at Holmesdale we are very aware that our children are surrounded by
technology in their everyday lives and as such, as educators and parents, we
have a big responsibility to play in ensuring that our children become safe,
informed and responsible users of technology.
At the recent curriculum evening, | shared with parents some of the e-safety
topics that we teach children about in school. This prompted lots of discussion
and questions about what parents can do to promote internet safety at home. In
response to this | will be using a short section of the school newsletter each
month to share with you some ‘top tips’ or information about internet safety both
at home and at school.
A common topic of discussion raised was the use of tablets.

« At what age is it safe for my child to have a tablet?

« Is it okay for my child to have their own tablet?

« What sort of games/apps should | allow them access to on a tablet?

Education vs entertainment?

« What parental controls are available to restrict content on a tablet?
The following information is provided by The UK Safer Internet Centre and can
be found at the following web address;
https://saferinternet.org.uk

How canlintroduce a tablet in a safe way?

Treat the tablet as a shared family device and spend time using it

to play games, explore, and learn together. In this way, you can

understand how to use the tablet and how your child likes to use Thel'e iISNOo recommended
it age for children to have
Explore the parental controls on offer and have a conversation bl h. .

with your child to set up some boundaries around their tablet use, access to a ta et’ t ISIS

for example, when and for how long they can use it. Reassure down to parent judgement,

them you want to help them to enjoy using it safely, and that they
can talk to you if anything upsets or worries them while using it.

A shared family device can be a great way to demonstrate What are therisks to having a tablet?
responsible and positive use of technology, both for preparing Like any piece of technology, tablets have both benefits and risks.
younger children for when they use technology more Many of the risks depend on how a tablet is being used. There are

independently, or for older children who may already have other some key concerns people have about children using tablets in

devices of their own. )
particular:

= (Cyberbullying and harassment from friends and strangers

or images
= Accessing inappropriate content
= Spending too much money

= Excessive screen time

= Behaving inappropriately or unkindly online

= Unwanted or inappropriate contact from friends and strangers

= Over-sharing personal information, such as full name, location


https://saferinternet.org.uk/

INTERNET SAFETY

What canldo to manage therisks?

Parental controls can help limit potential risks, such as installing
passwords, blocking certain websites or apps, and setting time

limits and spending limits. For further information on how to set
up controls on a tablet, visit Internet Matters’ Parental Control Guides

Talk with your child about their understanding of the risks when
using a tablet. Ask them what they would do if something
happened, for example, if they were being asked to spend money
in a game. Decide together on what they should do if that
happened, for example, pause the game and ask an adult. A family
agreement can help you have these conversations. Explore safety
tools such as blocking and privacy settings together and help your
child set up these up where necessary.

Talk to your child about what they want to use the tablet for and I >

do some research into some age-appropriate apps and games to @

-
=

download. Visit Common Sense Media for age-based app and game  |2§
ideas. .
Make sure your child knows to speak to a trusted adult
immediately if anyone they only know online (a stranger) asks to
meet up, for their personal information, or for photos or videos of
them.

Excerpts taken from https://saferinternet.org.uk

Further Information can be found at the
following

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-
and-carers/tablets

https://www.commonsensemedia.org

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-
controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/



https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/tablets
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/tablets
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews

WELCOME TO EYFS
DECEM

What a fun month we have had in Nursery
busy...

exploring and
talking to our
friends!

We received a
We wrote letters BAARLIY

to Santa, asking
him for a present
for our Nursery
and one for the
Stripey Stork. We
voted to see
which toy to ask
for and then we
wadlked to the
postbox to post
our letters.
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WELCOME TO EYFS
DECEMBER 2024
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Hifiing "J,h.‘ _a
In Reception we
hage been enjoying

Christmas.
We have learnt about

the Christmas story,
including retelling it

through our
Christmas show. We
have also enjoyed
doing lots of
Christmas crafts.




Year 1 News *

=3

We enjoyed making fruit
salads. First, we designhed
the salad, thinking about
which fruits we wanted ﬂ'\\ R 4
to use. Then, we : /

carefully cut, mixed and \_//

arranged the fruit. ——

The best part was eating




eaY 1 Nelws

- We learnt about the
== artist Andy
Goldsworthy and had

thought about what
- shapes, patterns and

We learnt about the Nativity Story and were busy practising
lots of lovely songs and poems for our Christmas performance.
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We have been learning about shapes, patterns
and symmetry. We created some lovely natural \
\ symmetrical patterns in outdoor learning.
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/ In science, we measured ourselves to learn about -
lifecycles and growth.




We visited a local church to learn about the
Christmas story and the nativity. We loved listening

to the amazing story tellers and taking part, dressing
up as kings and shepherds.

We have sewn and decorated our
own winter bags. Look at our lovely
creations.



SPORTS ROUND
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SPORTS ROUND

WELCOME

THIS MONTH'S ESSENTIAL PHYSICAL ACTIVITY UPDATES »

The 'GRINCH'
Christmas Workout
(10Mins) #THEGRINCH

- YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo

MERRY ‘&
3 CHRISTMAS g

AND

Happy New Yeary

FROM ALL OF US AT HOLMESDALE COMMURNITY
INFANT SCHOOL AND NURSERY

¥ i
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