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DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARIES

Monday 6th January – 
School and Nursery Open 

Wednesday 10th January -
Applications close for Nursery 

admissions 2024/2025
Click here to apply

 Monday 15th January -
Applications deadline for Reception 

/Junior admissions
Click here to apply

Facebook
Instagram

https://forms.office.com/e/PjTaJHA34X
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-junior-and-infant
https://www.facebook.com/HolmesdaleSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/holmesdale_school/


Dear Families,

As we reach the end of a busy and exciting term, I 
want to take a moment to celebrate the wonderful 
efforts of our children. They have embraced their 
learning with enthusiasm, curiosity, and a sense of fun, 
making great progress and developing important new skills. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our incredible 
staff team. Their dedication, care, and creativity have been 
instrumental in creating a nurturing and inspiring 
environment for the children to thrive. We are so fortunate to have 
such a passionate and hardworking team.

We are grateful for the festive cheer the children have brought to 
our school and local community this season. A heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who contributed to the success of our Christmas 
activities—it has been a lovely way to come together and celebrate 
this special time of year.

On behalf of the staff team and governors, I wish you a very 
happy Christmas and look forward to welcoming you back on the 
6th of  January 2025.

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!

With warm wishes,
S. Mullarkey
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Thank you to all the children and their parents for a 

fabulous Autumn term full of singing. We have loved 

watching their confidence grow and can't wait to see 

their talents shine again next term.  



We’re thrilled to 
introduce Lottie, our 
new Pets as Therapy 
(PAT) dog, and her 
wonderful caregiver, 
Cheryl. After Bernard’s 
well-earned retirement, 
Lottie is ready to 
spread happiness and 
companionship 
throughout our 
Holmesdale community. 
We’re so excited for her 
first visit and all the joy 
she’s sure to bring.
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Here at Holmesdale we are very aware that our children are surrounded by 
technology in their everyday lives and as such, as educators and parents, we 
have a big responsibility to play in ensuring that our children become safe, 
informed and responsible users of technology.
At the recent curriculum evening, I shared with parents some of the e-safety 
topics that we teach children about in school. This prompted lots of discussion 
and questions about what parents can do to promote internet safety at home. In 
response to this I will be using a short section of the school newsletter each 
month to share with you some ‘top tips’ or information about internet safety both 
at home and at school.
A common topic of discussion raised was the use of tablets.

• At what age is it safe for my child to have a tablet?
• Is it okay for my child to have their own tablet?
• What sort of games/apps should I allow them access to on a tablet? 

Education vs entertainment?
• What parental controls are available to restrict content on a tablet?

The following information is provided by The UK Safer Internet Centre and can 
be found at the following web address;
https://saferinternet.org.uk

There is no recommended 
age for children to have 
access to a tablet, this is 
down to parent judgement.

What are the risks to having a tablet?

How can I introduce a tablet in a safe way?

https://saferinternet.org.uk/
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Common Sense Media

What can I do to manage the risks?

Further information can be found at the 
following:
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-
and-carers/tablets

https://www.commonsensemedia.org

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-
controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/

Further Information can be found at the 
following

Excerpts taken from https://saferinternet.org.uk

Internet Matters’ Parental Control Guides

family

agreement

Common Sense Media

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/tablets
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers/tablets
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews


W E L C O M E  T O  E Y F S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

What a fun month we have had in Nursery! We have been 
busy...

playing, 
exploring and 
talking to our 
friends! 

We wrote letters 
to Santa, asking 
him for a present 
for our Nursery 
and one for the 
Stripey Stork. We 
voted to see 
which toy to ask 
for and then we 
walked to the 
postbox to post 
our letters.

exploring 
numbers 
and 
shapes! 

being 

creative! 

We received a 
reply from 
SANTA!



W E L C O M E  T O  E Y F S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

In Reception we 

have been enjoying 

getting ready for 

Christmas. 
We have learnt about 

the Christmas story, 

including retelling it 

through our 

Christmas show. We 

have also enjoyed 

doing lots of 

Christmas crafts.
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Reminders

What a year!
Year 1 News

Welcome to Year 2

We enjoyed making fruit 
salads. First, we designed 
the salad, thinking about 
which fruits we wanted 
to use. Then, we 
carefully cut, mixed and 
arranged the fruit. 
The best part was eating 
it!
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Year 1 News
Welcome to Year 2

We learnt about the 
artist Andy 
Goldsworthy and had 
fun making art using 
natural materials. We 
thought about what 
shapes, patterns and 
colours we could use 
for our sculptures. 

We learnt about the Nativity Story and were busy practising 
lots of lovely songs and poems for our Christmas performance.



Y E A R  2  N E W S

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0

H O L M E S D A L E  I N F A N T  S C H O O L
We have been learning about shapes, patterns 

and symmetry. We created some lovely natural 

symmetrical patterns in outdoor learning. 

In science, we measured ourselves to learn about 

lifecycles and growth. 



ROBSON

R PICTURES FROM OUR FIELD 

TRIP TO THE MUSEUM!"

- MISSY

Y E A R  2  N E W S

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0

H O L M E S D A L E  I N F A N T  S C H O O L
We visited a local church to learn about the 

Christmas story and the nativity. We loved listening 

to the amazing story tellers and taking part, dressing 
up as kings and shepherds. 

We have sewn and decorated our 

own winter bags. Look at our lovely 

creations. 



Get involved with some active challenges this Christmas.

Can you get your family involved in some of these exciting and rewarding 

games? See how many you can do.



Get involved with some active challenges this Christmas.

Can you get your family involved in some of these exciting and rewarding 

games? See how many you can do.



Congratulations to everyone 
who took part in the

Reigate Santa fun Run

The 'GRINCH' 
Christmas Workout 

(10Mins) #THEGRINCH 
- YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKxx0Uiilo
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